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April 3, 1997

HAND DELIVERY

William F. Caton
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M st., NW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: General Communication, Inc.
Ex Parte Report, CC Dockets 96-45.

Dear Mr. Caton:

General
Communication

Incorporated

General Communication, Inc. (GCI) hereby gives notice of an ex
parte contact. Kathy Shobert of GCl met with Jim Coltharp of
Commissioner Quello's office to discuss the attached and its
position in the above captioned proceedings.

SinCerelY'~~

Shobert
, Federal Affairs

cc: Jim Coltharp

901 15th Street N.W. • Suite 900 • Washington, DC 20005 • 202/842-8847



INTERCONNECTION REQUESTS

company

Fairbanks Municipal utilities system

Telephone utilities of Alaska

Douglas
Eielson A.F.B.
Ft. Wainwright
Juneau/Lemon Creek
Sterling

Telephone utilities of the Northland

Delta Junction/Ft. Greely
Homer
Kenai
Kodiak
Nenana
Ninilchik
North Kenai
North Pole
Seldovia
Soldotna

Access Lines

32,351

26,718

1,298
2,139
3,029

10,872
9,380

40,982

1,675
5,787
5,837
6,942

371
606

2,055
8,484

320
8,905



April 2. 1997

Alaska Public Utilities Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage. AK. 99501

Dear Commissioners:

Attached please find a copy ofour bona fide request, dated April 2, 1997, to
Fairbanks Municipal Utilities System \,FMUSi. for interconnection services and
network eJexnents. As you know. FMUS is classified a8 a ~ural Telephone
Compan~ under the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. The request.
and this notice are presented under the terms of Sections 251 and 252 oftha Act.

o

Ifyou have any questions regarding this notice, please feel free to call me at 265
5664. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

-
Mark R. Moderow

Attachment

2550 Denali Street • Suite 1000 • Anchorage. Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/265-5800
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April 2. 1997

Mr. Frank BioncU, General Manaaer
Fairbanks Municipal Utilities System
645 Fifth Avenue
Fairbanks, AK 99707

Re: Interconnection for U>cal Services

Dear Mr. Biondi:

This correspondence will serve to request that FairbaDb Municipal Utilities
System CTMUS") beem cood faith necotiations towards voluntary &lteement for
interconnection. service. and network elements necessary for GCI Communication
Corp., ("GC1") to provide local telecommunications services in the Fairbanks area.
This letter constitutes a bona fide request for such il1terconuectiODt services and
n.etwork elemen.ts under both the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 (the
"~) and AS 42.05.311. To ascertain the tina! terms and network configurations. it
will be necessary to negotiate wholesale prices for telecommUnications services to be
resold at just and reasonable prices. and. for other interconnection'and network
elements. In order to facilitate the start of negotiations, this letter sets forth
neoess&ry terms and conditions for resale interconnection and netw01"k element
interoonnection separately. .

RESALE INTERCONNECTION TERMS

Under the Act. FMUS must offer for resale at wholesale rates any
telecommunications service that it provides at retail to subscribers who are not
telecommunications carriers. Such rates should be based upon retail rates. less any
portion attributable to marketing. billing. collection, overhead or other costs that
will be avoided by FMUS. Gel proposes that FMUS provide. for resale at wholesale
rates any telecommunications service that FMUS provides at retail to customers
who are not telecommunications carriers. including not only current tariffed services.

2550 Denali Street • Suite 1000 • Anchorage. Alaska 99503-2781 • 907/265-5600
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but also any promotional services offered for a period of more than 90 days.
discounted services, "crandf'atheredtl services still being provided. bundled service
offerings and special contraet services. GCI will acree not to resell residential
services to nonresidential end users. nor to r&$ell Lifeline or any other means·tested
service to end users not eligible to subscribe to such service offerings. Services
provided for resale shall be equal in quality. subject to the same conditions, and
provided within the same time intervale (i.e. provisioning, installation or .repair)
that FMUS provides these services to others, including end users.

UNBUNDLED NETWORK ELEMENT INTERCONNECTION

Under the Act. FMUS must also provide. to requesting telecommunications carriers.
interconnection and unbundled access to network elements, at any technically
feasible point. on rates. terms. and conditions that are just. reasonable and
nondiscriminatory. This must also include appropriate outage terms (such as
credits and restoral priorities) and other appropriate non-rate terms. In
combination with resale, discussed above. interconnection with GCrs local facilities
and unbundled access to certain PMOS network elements can serve to. allow the
provisioning by GCI of competitive loeal telecommunications services. The points
and types of interconnection and access. for which terms and pricing are requested,
include the following

Unbundled Loop Elements

Unbundled loops include any and all elements that provide the connection, at all
levele. between the end user customer·s premises and the central office subscriber
main distributing frame (or its equivalent) serving the end user. Unbundled loops
must be available to support Voice Grade subscriber services and servi(ES such as
ISDN. that require that facilities be free of intrusive devices such as load coils or
bridge taps.

1. Network Interface Device: The device used to establish connection between·the
end user's inside wiring and the unbundled loop element.

2. Loop: The physical facility connecting the Network Interface Device to the
central office 8ubscriber main distributing frame (or its equivalent). In cases
where line concentration equipment is used, such as Digital Loop Carrier (DLC)
architecture. the loop is considered to be the physical facility between the
Network Interface Device and the MDF at the central office (or its equivalent).
In cases where remote switching equipment is used. and frame space or
entrance facility are not constrained, the loop is considered to be the physical
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facilities between the Network Interface Device and the remote switching
facility MDF (or its equivalent).

Unbundled Switching Elements

Unbundled switchinc includes any and all elements of a central office switch and/or
remote switching systems through which an end usets loop is connected to a petwork
to create a desired communication path between the end user and another point

. based on sienala or.icinated by the end user.

1. Local Switchina: The hardware (trunk-side and lme-side access) and software
necessary to create a desired commUD.ic;ation path between the end user and
another point based on signals originated by the end user. Local Switching
includes all features, functions. and capabilities of the switch, which include,
but are not limited to the basic switching function of connecting lines to lines.
lines to trunks, trunks to lines, and trunks to trunks. as well 8S the same basic
capabilities made available to the FMUS' customers, such as a telephone
number. white page listing. and dial tone and all other features that the switch
is capable of providing, including but not limited to. the provision of billing
information (end user and ac:ceae), custom calling, custom local area signaling
service features. and Centrex, as wen as any technically feasible customized
routing functions provided by the switch.

2. Local Tandem Switching: The hardware and software necessary to connect a
central office switch to another central office switch or to another point based on
routing instructions received by the local tandem switch. Local Tandem
SwitchinC includes the basic switchinr function of connectine trunks to trunks
and all other functions that are centralized in tandem switches (as
distiDguished from separate end-office switches). including but Dot limited to
call recordinC, the routing ofcalls to operator services, and signaling conversion
features.

Unbundled Transport Elements

Unbundled transport includes any and all physical facilities (dedicated or shared),
hardware and software used to connect central office switches. local tandem
switches, remote switches. and other networks in any combination required to
provide a requested service. Such connection shall include connection to equipment
~signated by the requesting telecommunications carrier and the provision of
requested services shall include obtaining the functionality provided by digital
cross-connect systems and multiplexing systems in the same manner that the
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FMUS provides such functionality to interexchange carners. Transport elements
include, but are not limited to, tights-of-way, utilidors and utiliwalks, conduit, poles,
physical strand support, microwave dishes and towers, as well as all radio, tiber and
copper transport facilities. Such facilities may be "dark" or may include any
electronics employed. whether microwave, copper or tiber based, and employing any
multiplexing scheme or transmission ~l'otocol.

Collocation

GOI requests a discussion as to physical collocation of GCI equipment neces&a.ry for
interconneetWn or access to unbundled network elements within existing wire
centers. GCI requests discussion as to virtual collocation to any remaining FMUS
wire centers for interconnection and access to unbundled elements, where physical
collocation is not, for any reason. negotiated.

1. Physical Collocation: All necessary floor space, paVier, heating, air conditioning,
climate control, fire control, lighting, security, and safe, secure access to locate
equipment and facilities within central offices and wire centers, or remote
installations, such as remote switching systems, digital loop and sub$"ctiber loop
carriers. and tiber and other transport nodes. used to connect to facilities. or
hardware provided by an entity for itselfor to facilities or hardware provided by
the LEe in any combination. No restrictions may be placed on the .type or
manufacturer of equipment or facilities used so 10D, as the equipment or
facilities comply with FCC Rules and Regulations reg8l'ding the manufacture of
equipment and generally accepted industry standards.

2. Virtual Collocation: The ability to connect transmission facilities provided by
an entity to transmission facilities provided by the LEe at any point at which
the LEC interconnects transmission facilities. No restrictions may be placed on
the type or manufacturer of equipment' or facilities used in such interconaection
so lonl as the equipment or facilities comply with FCC Rules and Regulations
regarding the manufacture of equipment and generally accepted industry
standards.

Unbundled Directory Assistance and Directory Listings

Unbundled directory assistance includes the necessary hardware, software,
information and databases to perform directory services, including the publication of
directories.
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1. Directory Platforms: The hardware and software used to provide directory
services. Access to the platform (If BDY) will be provided in such a way so as to
allow remote directory statiODS to be connected to the platform.

2. Directory Listines and Databases: The directory listinp, as well as access to
databases with information on individual telephone numbers. includine the
name. address, zip code, city (or other location identifier) and the ability to .
search fOr telephone numbers based an a Dame, address, or other location
identifier.

Unbundled Operations Support Systems

Unbundled operatioDs support systems am each of the systems, including the
D&eeSSary hardware, software and databases. used in the ordering. proVisioning,
maintenance, testine, billing, and updating of network databases. As' discussed
below under quality c4 services, access to each of the operations support systems
shall be provided through the use of an electronic interface where possible. Each
operations support system must provide timely information the ~e as-the
information NUS provides to itself In all cases, FMUS should discuss with 00
the steps necessary to provide access to electronic databases on a dedicated port
basis. facilitating remote (off-site) access to said databases.

1. Ordering and Provisioning: The systems, databases, and procedures in which
the LEe establishes a request for service, including all features and functions,
assigns telephone numbers, schedules a date and time for installation (if access
to a location is required or ifa service call is required to activate service). This
includes but is not limited to input to and appropriate retrieval of data from the
service order input system, plant assignmant records and the serriee order
dispatch system. Where plant records are established and maintained in paper
fonnat only, access to current editions of those records, on site or telephonically
by GCI, will also be provided on a routine and scheduled basis. Input
capabilities must be provided into other databases wbich establish directory
listinr:s. populate LlDB, and update directory services databases upon
provisioninc ofthe end user's service. Input into databases to activate features
and functions ordered by the end user must also be provided to fully implement
the end usefa service request.

2. Billing: The information recorded by the central office, adjunct processor, or
centralized recording devices relating to calls from or to an end user's loop.
Billing information shall be furnished on request and shall include all
information necessary to bill the end user for calls it is required to pay for and
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verify all information necessary to verify charges for service. that GCI is
requir&d to pay for. FMUB will provide tbr the retrieval of data from the
database in which FMUS stores customer information used to generate a bill to
the end user based on the service and features and functions ordered by the end
user. BillinC information used to generate a bill for or to GCI would include, but
not be limited to, data in the appropriate Automatic Message Accounting
(AMA) records and the Carrier Access Billini System (CABS) databases.

S. Maintenance: The systems, databases, and procedures in which FMUS
generates customer reported troubles, schedules appointments for work at end
user premises. and schedules fepair actions. Where trouble tickets are still
tracked manually, access to those records regarding Gel end users should also
be provided. Access to appropriate data from databases which mo~tor and
report on the integrity of the FMUS network and can be used to info~ end users
ofnetwork problems impacting the end user's ability to complete calls to specific
locations. Access to maintenance databases would include. but not be limited
to. access to the trouble dispatch system and any network monitoring and
trouble tracking systems. Where trouble tickets are still tracked .manually,
access to those records must also be provided.

4. Testing: The systems used by the LEO to isolate troubles and direct repair
operations. The systems used by the LEO to routinely test individual parts of
the network (loops, switches, transmission, and other functional parts of the
network) and report on the penormance of these individual parts. This section
should be interpreted to require access to the systems. databases, and
procedures listed above under maintenance. Line and trunk testing for GCI
facilities shall be furnished on request, along with testing for any module or bay
housing GCllines and tnmks.

5. Quality of serviCe: Access to each of the operations support systems shall be
provided tbroUih the use of electronic interfaces, or if such interfaces are not
utilized by FMUS. then the best means practically available. Each operations
support system must provide timely information, the same as or better than
the information FMUS provides to itself. In all cases, FMUS should discuss
with Gel the steps necessary to, as soon as possible, provide access to electronic
databases on a dedicated port basis, facilitating remote (off-site) access to said
databases. .

Support services provided relating to resale shall be equal in quality, 8ubject to
the same conditions, and provided within the same provisioning time intervals
that FMUS provides these services to others, including end users. Support
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services provided relating to unbundled network elements (ie. assienment,
mstallation or repair) shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions,
and provided within the same provisioning time intervals that FMUS provides
these services to itself or others, including end users.

FMUS shoUld furnish to Gel t)')ID.para.tive quality of service and network
performance data, reporting FMUS ve. CLEC perf'ormance (averap iu.stallation .
time, avera.ge outaps, e~.) the same as or better than the information data
that FMUS provides to itself.

NOTICE OF CHANGES

Whether competitive local services are provided by resale of telecommunications
services or through the use of facilities (interconnected and/or unbundlec;l). the Act
requires FMUS to provide reasonable notice to Gel of changes in the information
necessary for the provision ofsuch services, as well a& any of any other changes that

. would a1fect the interoperability of our respective facilities and networks. GCI
'WOuld propose tbatFMUS provide GCI with notice regarding any netwQrk change
that will affect Gors performance or ability to provide service or will atTect NUS'
interoperability with other service providers. Such notice shall be given to the
public, includ.inc GCI, pursuant to the Regulations contained at 47 C.F.R. 51.825
335, and to GCl individually at regularly scheduled meetings between designated
encmeering representatives of the parties. FMUS shall give notice to GC1 of its
initial election of methods under 47 C.F.R. 51.829(a) and of any changes in such
method. Gel also specifically requests pricing of anyf and all systems training
materials and support necessary to implement any such changes as part of such
notice.

NUMBER POB.TABILITYJDlALING PARITY
I

Under the Act. FMUS must provide number portability to subscribers and dialing
parity to competing proViders of local telecommunications services. In the event
that these cannot be provided with existing software, GCI would propose that
number portability, and dialing parity for 0+, 0-, 411, 555-1212, 844 e~.t be
instituted on an interim basis.

1. Number Portability: Proper implementation of Number Portability awaits
industry consensus and is dependent on deployment of a Service Control Point
based Advanced Intelligent Network. Until such an industry plan for
implementing local number portability is developed, and a network supporting
such a plan is available at FMUS. GCI would propose implementing number
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portability through the establishment of ita own dedicated NXXs in each Wire
Center. and the use of a Direct Inward Dialing-type solution. to support retention
ofexisting numbers by current FMUS customers migrating to Gel, upon entry by
Gel into local competition in FMUS service areas.

2. Dialing Parity: 'DWin, paritY means that a person that is not an affiliate of a
local exchange carrier is able to provide telecommunications services in such a
manner that customers have the ability to route automatically, without the use
ofany access code, their telecommunications to the telecommunications services
provider of the customer's designation from amon~ two or more
telecommunications services providers (including such local exchange camer.)
Gel anticipates that FMUS' current capabilities can accommodate the provision
ofdialil1l parity.

RIGHTS-OF-WAY

In addition to the collocation described above, FMUS shall provide GCI with non
disc:rhn;natory access to 8:l:1.Y pole, duct, conduit, utilidorslwalk or ~b;ts-of -way
(including lee property) owned or controlled by it. Non-discriminatory access shall
include any use to which FMUS puts such facilities or property, including the
placement of equipment. including remote terminals, on property owned or
controlled by FMUS. In order to facilitate negotiations and finaUr.e facilities plana.
it is necessary that GCI be provided adequam information reprding the placement
and fill as to these facilities, especially as they relate to the interconnection and
access points referenced above.

REQIPROCAL COMPENSATION

Finally. NUS and OCl must negotiate and establish reciprocal compensation
arrangements £Or the transport and termination of telecommuni~tion traffic
between the networb. Thi& reciprocal compensation arrangement must be just and
re880nable, such that the terms and conditions provide Cor the mutual and reciprocal
recovery oC costs associated with the transport and termination on the respective
facilities of calls originating on the facilities of the other. Further, the terms and
conditions must be based upon a reasonable approximation of the additional costs
of terminating such calls. GCl would propose that this reciprocal recovery be
initially provided by a "bill-and.keep· arrangement as to any facilities affected.
pending final network configuration.
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Pursuant to the Act, a oopy of this request is being furnished to the Alaska Public
Utilities Commission. We look forward to your timely response to this request and
the start of negotiations.

GCI COMMUNICATION. CORP.

.

By.(lJi~
Its: Corporate Counsel

00: APUC
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Anchorage, AK 99501



April 2, 1997

.Alaska Public Utilities Commission
1016 West Sixth Avenue" Suite 400
Anchorage. AK 99501

near Commissioners:

Attached please find a copy ofour bona fide request. dated April 2, 1997, to
Telephone Utilities ofAlaska. Inc., dJb1a PTI TelecommUDications ("TUAi; for
interconnection services and network elements. As you know, TUA is c1Usified as a
anura! Telephone Company" under the terms of the Te1ecommunieations Act of
1996. The request, and this notice are presented under the terms of Sections 251
and 252 althe Act.

lfyou have any questions reaarding this notice. please feel free to call me at 265
5664. Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Mark R. Moderow

Attachment

2550 Denan Street • Suite 1000 • Anohorage, Alaska 99603-2781 • 907/265-5800
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April 2, 1997

Mr. John Erickson
Vice President, Alaska Operations
Telephone Utilities ofAlaska, Inc.
d/b/aJ PTI Telecommunications
3940 .Arctic Boulevard
Anchorage, AX 99508

Re: Interconnection for Local Services

Dear Mr. Erickson:

This oonespondence will serve to request that Telephone Utilities of Alaska, Inc.
C'TUA") begin good faith negotiations towards voluntary apoeement for
interconnection, services and network elements neeeasary :fOr OCI Communication
Corp., rGCIj to provide local telecommunications services in the entire study areas
encompaseinr Douglas, Eielson A.F.B., Ft. Wainwright, Juneau, Sterling, and Lemon
Creek. This letter constitutes a bona fide request for such interconnection, services
and network elements under both the terms of the Telecommunications Act of 1996
(the ".Act") and AS 42.05.811. To ascertain the final tenDs and network
configurations. it will be necessary to negotiate wholesale prices tbr
telecommUDications services to be resold at just and reasonable prices, and for other
interconnection and network elements. Iu order to facilitate the· start of
negotiations. this letter sets forth necessary terms and conditions for resale
interconnection and network element interconnection separately.

RESALE INTERCONNECTION TERMS

Under the Act. TUA must ofFer (or resale at wholesale rates any
telecommunications service that it provides at retail to subscribers who are not
telecommunications carriers. Such rates should be based upon retail rates, less any
portion attributable to marketing, billing, collection, overhead or other costs that
will be avoided by TUA. OCl proposes that TUA provide. for resale at wholesale

2550 Denali Street • Suite 1000 • Anchorage, Alaska 09503-2781 • 907/265-5600
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rates, any telecommunications service that TUA provides at retail to customers who
are not telecommunications carrien. including not only current tariffed services, but
also any promotional servicee offered for a period of more than 90 clays, discounted
services, "grandfathered" services still bein&: provided, bundled service offerincs and
special contract services. Gel will agree Dot to resell residential services to
nonresidential end users, nor to resell Lifeline or any other means-tested service to
end users not eligible to subscribe to such serv.i.oe offerings. Services provided fer
resale shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions, and provided within
the same time intervals (Le. provisioning, installation or repair) that TUA provides
these services to others, including end users.

UNBUNDLED NE'lWORK ELEMENT INTERCONNECTION

Under the Act, TUA must also provide, to xequesting telecomm.unicatio~ carriers,
interconnection and unbundled access to network elements, at any technically
feuible point, on rates, terms, and conditions that are just, reasonable and
noQ.discriminatory. This must also include appropriate outage terms (such as

M credits and restoral priorities) and other appropriate non-rate teJIDs. In
combination with resale. discussed above. interconnectioQ. with Gel's local facilities
and unbundled access to certain TUA network elements can serve to allow the
provisioning by Gel of competitive local telecommunications services. The points
and types of interconnection and access, fOr which terms and pricing are requested,
include the following:

Unbundled Loop Elements

Unbundled loops include any and all elements that provide the OOl11lection, at all
1e~ela, between the end user customer's premises and the central office subscriber
main distributing frame (or ita equivalent) serving the end user. Unbundled loops
must be available to support Voice Grade subscriber services and services such as

. ISDN, that require that facilities be free of intrusive devices such as load coils or
bridge taps.

1. Network Interlace Device: The device used to establish connection between the
end user's inside wiring and the unbundled loop element.

2. Loop~ The physical facility conneetinl the Network Interface Device to the
central office subscriber main distributing frame (or its equivalent). In cases
where line concentration equipment is used, such as Digital Loop Carrier (DLC)
architecture, the loop is considered to be the physical facility between the
Network Interface Device and the MDF at the central office (or its equivalent).
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In cases where remote switching equipment is used. and frame space or
entrance facility are not constrained. the loop is considered to be the physical
facilities between the Network Interlace Device and the remote switching
facility MDF (or its equivalent).

Unbund1ed..switehing elements

Unbun.dled switching includes any and all elements of a central oftice switch andlor
remote switebinc systems through which an end user's loop is connected to a network
to create a desired communicatioQ path between the end user and another point
based on signals originated by the end user.

1. Local SwitcbiDg: The hardware (trunk.side and line-side access) and ~oftware

necessary to create a desired commUDication path between the en4 user and
another point based on signals originated by the end user. Local Switching
includes all features. functions. and capabilities of the switch, which include.
but are not limited to the basic switching function of connecting lines to lines,
lines to trunks, trunks to lines, and trunks to trunks, as well &s the SIUDa basic
capabilities made available to the TVA's customers, such 8S a telephone
number, white page listin,. and dial tone and all other features that the switch
is capable of providing, includiq but not limited to, the provision of billing
information (end user and acceas), cuatom calling, custom local area signaling
service features. and Centrex, as wen 8S any technically feasibl:e customized
routing fuDctiona provided by the switch.

2. Local Tandem Switching: The hardware and software necessary to connect a
central otlice switch to another central oftice switch or to another point based on
rou1;ing instructions received by the local tandem switch. Local Tandem
Switchine includes the basic switchiDg function of connecting trunks to trunks
and all other functions that are centralized in tandem switches (as
distinguished from separate end·office switches), including but AOt limited to
call recording, the routing of calls to operator services, and signalina: conversion
features.

yp.bundled Transport Elements

Unbundled transport includes any arid all physical facilities (dedicated or shared),
hardware and software used to connect central office switches, local tandem
switches, remote switches t and other networks in any combination required to
provide a requested service. Such coIUleetion shall include connection to equipment
designated by the requesting telecommunications carrier and the provision of
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requested servicee GhaU include obtaining the functionality provided by di~tal

cr08s-eonnect &ysteJn$ and multiplexing systems in the same manner that the TUA
pro'Yidea such functionality to interexchange carriers. Transport elements include,

. but are not limited to, rights~f-way, utilidors and utiliwalks, conduit, poles,
physical strand support, microwave dishes and towers, as well as all radio, fiber and
copper tranaport facilities. Such facilities may be "dark" or may include any
electronics employed, whether microwave, copper or fiber based, and employing any
multiplexing scheme or transmission protocol.

Collocation

GOI tequests a discussion as to physical collocation of GCI equipment necessary for
interconnection or access to unbundled network elements within existing wire
centers. OCI requests discussion as to virtual collocation to any remainiJig TUA
wire centers for interoonnection and aceess to unbundled elements, where physical
collocation is not. for any reason, negotiated.

1. Physical Collocation: All necessary O.oor space, power, heating, air coll-ditioDing,
climate mntrol., fire control., lighting, security, and safe, secure access to locate
equipment and facilities within central offices and wire centers, or remote
installations, such as remote switching systems, digita1100p and subscriber loop
carriers, and fiber and other transport nodes, used to connect to facilities, or
hardware provided by an entity for itselfor to facilities or hardware provided by
the LEe in any combination. No restrictions may be placed on the type Ot

manufacturer of equipment or facilities used so long as the equipment or
facilities comply with FCC Rules and Regulations regarding the manufacture of
equipment and eenerally accepted industry standards.

2. VlrtUal Collocation: The ability to connect transmission facilities provided by
an entity to transmission facilities provided by the LEO at any point at which
the LEe interconnects transmission facilities. No restrictions may be placed em
the type or manufacturer of equipment or facilities used'in such interconnection
80 long as the equipment or facilities comply with FCC Rules and Regulations
regarding the manufacture of equipment and generally accepted industry
standards.

Unbundled Directory Assistance and Directory Listings

Unbundled directory assistance includes the necessary hardware, software,
information and databases to perform directory services, including the publication of
directories.



Mr. John Ericb:m
April 2, 199'7
Pas. 6

1. Directory Platforms: The hardware aDd software used to provide directol'Y
services. Access to the platform (if any) will be provided in such a way so as to
allow remote directory stations to be connected to t~e platform.

2. Directoty~ and Databases: The cl.ireetory liatinp, as wen 8.8 access to
databases with information on individual telephone numbers, including the
name, addresa, zip code, city (or other location identifier) and the ability to
search for telephone numbe1"S based on a name, address, or other location
identifier.

UnbadJed Operations Support Systems

Unbundled operations support systems are each of the systems, including the
1leCe8881'Y hardware, softwam and databases, used in the orderiD& provisioning.
maintenance, testing, billinc, and updatinl of network databases. As discussed
below under quality of services, acoess to each of the operations support system.
shall be provided through the use of an. electroDic interface where poaaible. Each
operations support system must provide timely iDtormatioD the same as--the
infonnation TUA provides to itself. In all cases, TUA should discuss with GCI the
steps neeessazy to provide access to electronic databases on a dedicated port basis,
facilitating remote (otI·site) access to said databases.

1. OrderinC and Provisioning: The systems, databases, andprocedU1"88 in which
the LEO establishes a request for service, includina all features and functions,
assigns telephone numberst schedules a date and time for ~tallation (if access
to a location is required or ifa service call is required to activate service). This
includes but is not limited to input to and appropriate retrieval ofdata from the
service order input system, plant assignment records and· the service order
dispatch system. Where plant records are established and maintained in paper
format only. access to current editions of those records, on site or telephonically
by Gel. will also be provided on a routine and. scheduled basis. Input
capabilities must be provided into 'other databases which establish directory
listings, populate IJDB, and update directory services databases upon
provisioning of the end userts service. Input into databases to activate features
and functions ordered by the end user must also be provided to fully implement
the end userta service request.

2. Billini: The information recorded by the central office, adjunct processor, or
centralized recordinC devices relating to calls from or to an end user's loop.
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Billing information shall be furnished on request and shall include all
information ueceesary to bill the end user for calls it is required to pay for and
vetit' all information necessary to verily charps :fbr services that QCI is
required to pay for. TUA will provide for the retrieval of data from the database
in which TUA stores customer information used to generate a bill to the end
user based on the service and features and functions ordered by the end user.
Bi1liDc information used to generate a bill for or to GCI would include. but'not
be limited to, data in the appropriate Automatic Message Accounting (AMA)
recorda and the Carrier Access Billing System (CABS) databues.

3. Maintenance: The systems, databaJ;les. and procedures in which TUA generates
customer reported troubles, schedules appointments for work at end user
premises, and schedules repair actions. WheN trouble tickets are still.tracked
manually, acc&8S to those records regarding OCl end users shoul~ also be
provided. Access to appropriate data from databases which monitor and report
on the integrity of the TUA network and can be used to inform end users of
network problems impacting the end user's ability to complete calls to specific
locations. Access to maintenance databases would include. but not 1)e limited
to, access to the trouble dispatch system and any network mo~toring and
trouble tracking systems. Where trouble tickets are still tracked manually,
access to those records must also be provided.

4. Testing: The systems used by the LEe to iSolate troubles and direct repair
operations. The systems used by the LEe to routinely test individual parts or
the network (loops, switches, transmission, and other functional parts of the
network) and report on the performance of these individual parts. This section
should be interpreted to require access to the systems, databases. and
proceclurea .listed above under maintenance. Line and trunk testing for Gel
facilities shall be furnished on request, along with testing for any module or bay
ho~GCI lines and trunks. .

5. . Quality of seniee: Access to each of the operations support systems shall be .
provided through the use of electronic interfaces, or if such interfaces are not
utilized by TU~ then' the best means practically available. Each operations
SuppOR system must provide timely information, the same as or better than
the information TUA provides to itself. In all cases, TUA should discuss with
GCI the steps necessary to, as soon as possible, provide access to electronic
databases on a dedicated port basis, facilitating remote (off-site) access to said
databases.
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Support services provided relating to resale shall be equal in quality, subject to
the same conditions, and provided within the same provisioning time intervals
that TUA provides these services to others, including end users. Support
services provided relating to unbundled network elements (i.e. a8$ipment,
installation or repair) shall be equal in quality, subject to the same conditions,
and provided within the same provisioning time intervals that TUA provides
theee services to itselfor others, including end use1'8. .

TUA should' furnish to Gel comparative quality of service and network
performance data. reporting TUA Va. CLEO performance (average installation
time, average outages, etc.) the same as or better than the information data
that TUA provides to itself.

NOTICE OF CHANGES

Whether competitive local aervices are provided by resale of telecommunications
services or through the use of facilities (interconnected and/or unbundled), the Act
requires TUA to provide reasonable o.otice to GCI of chanpa in the hUormation
necessary for the provision ofsuch semcee, as well as any of any other chances that
would afiect the iDteroperability of our respective facilities and networks. Gel
would propose that TUA provide GOI with notice regarding any network change that
will aifect GCrs performance or ability to provide service 01' will aiYect TUA's
interoperability with other service providers. Such notice shall be given to the
public, including 00, pursuant to the Regulations contained at 47 O.F.R. 51.325..
33&, and to GCI individually at regularly scheduled meetings between designated
engineering representatives of the parties. TUA shall pve notice to Gel of ita initial
election of methods under 47 C.F.R. 51.329(8) and of any chanees in such method.
OCI also specifically requests pricing o£any, and all systems training materials and
support neceuary to implement any such chances as part of such notice.

NUMBER POBTABILITYIDIALING PARITY

Under the Act, TUA must provide number portability to subscribers and dialing
parity to competinl providers of local telecommunications services. In the event
that these cannot be provided with existing software, GCI would propose that
number portability, and dialing parity for 0+. 0·, 411, 555·1212, 844 ete., be
inatituted on an interim basis.

1. Number Portability: Proper implementation or Number Portability awaits
industry consensus and is dependent on deployment of a Service Control Point
based Advanced Intelligent Network. Until such an industry plan for
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implementing local number portability is developed, and a network supporting
such a plan is available at TUA, GCI would propose implementing number
portability through the establishment of its 0WIl dedicated NXX8 ill each Wire
Ccter. and the use of a Direct Inward Dialing-type solution. to support reteDtion
of existinc numbers by current TUA customers migratinc to GCI, upon entry by
GOl into local competition in TUA service areas.

.
. 2. Dialing Parity: 1>ialing parity' means that a person that is not an affiliate of a

local exchange carrier is able to provide telecommunications services in such a
manner that customers have the ability to route automatically, without the use
of any access code, their telecommunications to the telecommunications services
provider of the .customer's designation from among two or more
telecommunications services providers (including such local exchange ~rrier.)

Gel anticipates that TUA's current capabilities can accommodate the. provision
ofdialing parity.

RIGHTS-OF-WAY
.

In addition to the collocation described above. TUA shall provide GCI with non
discriminatolY access to any pole, duct, conduit, utiJidorslwalk or rights-of -way
(including fee property) owned or controlled by it. Non-discriminatory access shall
iDclude any use to which TUA puts such facilities or property, including the
placement of equipment, including remote terminals, on property owned or
controlled by TUA. In order to facilitate negotiations and finalize facilities plans, it
is necessary that GCI be provided adequate information Iep.rdinc the placement
and. fill 88 to these facilities, especially as they relate to the iDtercolUlection and
access points referenced above. .

RECJPROCAL COMPENSATION

Finally, TUA and Gel must negotiate and establish reciprocal compensation
arranpments for the transport and termination of telecommunication traffit
between the networks. This reciprocal compensation arrangement must be just and
reasonable. such that the terms and conditioDs provide for the mutual and reciprocal
reoovery of costs associated with the transport and termination on the respective
facilities of calls originating on the facilities of the other. Further, the terms and
conditions must be based upon a reasonable approximation of the additional costs
of terminating such calls. Gel would propose that this reciprocal recovery be
initially provided by a ,tbill·and-keep" arrangement as to any facilities affected,
pending final network configuration.
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PurauaAt to the Act, a copy of this request is being furnished to the Alaska Public
Utilities Commission. We look forward to your timely response to this request and
the start ofnegotiationa.

001 COMMUNICATION, CORP.

cc: APUC
1016 West Sixth Avenue, Suite 400
Anchoraae, AX 99501

By:

Its:

.

0lL~
Mark R. Moderow
Corporate Counsel


